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Catholic Diocese of Lancaster 
            Version 2. 19.03.20. 

 

Lay-led Catholic Funeral Service during the time of 
Coronavirus Covid-19.  
Parishes, other denominations, families and funeral directors are welcome to use this document. 

In the absence of a priest or deacon, a lay-led Catholic funeral service should be offered to the bereaved. The 

service can take place in a church, or chapel, at a crematorium, in a cemetery, or other place if necessary. 

The civil authorities may limit the length of time given to a service, especially at a crematorium. They may also 

limit the number of those attending. The service can be cut-down in length as circumstances dictate, but should 

not feel rushed. 

All public health requirements relating to the locations where funerals are taking place must be observed. 

Staff at crematoria, graveyards and funeral directors will be under great pressure at this time. All requests from 

them should be accommodated where possible, so long as these do not undermine the integrity of the service. 

In the absence of an ordained minister, the order of preference for funeral celebrant is: 

 Designated lay parish leader or other competent person in parish leadership team 

 Practising Catholic family member 

 Any family member or friend (or funeral director) 
(A person who has no Christian beliefs, should not be asked to lead a Catholic funeral) 
 

If a family have requested a Catholic funeral, then themes at the service should include: 

 Faith in the Resurrection of Christ Jesus 

 Hope in eternal rest in the presence of God, together with all the angels and saints. 

 The importance of a life well lived as a disciple of Jesus, in accordance with his teaching and gospel 
values. 

 Thanksgiving to God for the life of the deceased. 

 Prayers for God’s mercy in the context of judgment. 

 Our sacramental life (if appropriate) 

 Support and prayers for the bereaved, especially family and others close to the deceased. 

 The intercession of the whole Church, both on earth and in heaven. 

 Purgatory and the intercession of the Faithful for the souls there. 
 
Consideration should be given to making adjustments for the funerals or infants and young people. Services for 
children are in the green book, ‘The Order of Christian Funerals’. 
 

Whilst appropriate hymns, music, and singing are an integral part of a Catholic funeral, this may be difficult to 
provide at this time. Care should be taken to ensure that even in these special circumstances, the absence of an 
organist (or similar) should not be used to justify the introduction of inappropriate or wholly secular music. For the 
purposes of this document, no ‘music slots’ are specified. This is left to the officiant to decide with the family and 
funeral director. Officiants should also remember that the bereaved often find it difficult to sing at funerals. The 
same is true of verbal responses – the officiant may need to say the congregation’s parts too. 
 

Ordinarily, a funeral pall or Christian symbols may be placed on the coffin at the start of the service. These have 

been omitted here. 
 

 

If the government requests that ministers etc., are not to attend crematoria etc., consideration should be given to 

driving the funeral hearse past a Catholic church, where a priest or lay leader can say a few prayers. 

 

The text herein is broadly taken from ‘The Order of Christian Funerals’ and is subject to copyright, It must not be sold 

or be made commercially available. This document has been produced so that funerals may be provided at a time of 

emergency. It should not be used after the current situation. 



2 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE IN A CREMATORIUM 

Introductory Rites  Before starting the service, the officiant should check with the 

funeral director whether the next of kin has indicated if they want 

curtains leaving open or being closed during the service. 

All time limits imposed by the staff at the crematorium are to be 

carefully adhered to. Services should not overrun. 

Once the funeral director has indicated that all is prepared, there 

is a dignified procession to the front of the chapel. 

When the coffin is in place, it may be sprinkled with holy water. 

   

Sign of the Cross  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit  Amen. 

Welcome The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.  And with your spirit.  

The welcome may include aspects of the themes mentioned on 

page one, and recognition should be given to the presence of 

immediate loved ones. The full name of the deceased should be 

used at this stage, even if familiar greetings are used 

subsequently.  

 

Opening Prayer Dear friends, in the name of Jesus and of his 
Church, we have come together to pray for the 
repose of our brother/sister that he/she may share 
in Christ’s victory. Let us also pray for ourselves, 
that the Lord may grant us the gift of his loving 
consolation. 

 

O God, to whom mercy and forgiveness belong, 
hear our prayers on behalf of your servant N whom 
you have called out of this world; and as they put 
their hope in you, command that they be carried 
safely home to heaven and come to enjoy your 
eternal reward. We ask this through our Lord 
Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  
Amen 

 

Liturgy of the Word    

Other readings are available in Vol III of the Lectionary or 

www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/OCF/Lectionary.shtml 

For reasons of brevity, just a psalm (which is to be read without 

congregational response), and a gospel reading are provided. 

http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/OCF/Lectionary.shtml
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Psalm  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 

want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he 

gives me repose.  Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit.  

He guides me along the right path; he is true to his 

name.  If I should walk in the valley of darkness no 

evil would I fear. You are there with your crook and 

your staff; with these you give me comfort. 

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight 

of my foes.  My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing.  

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all 

the days of my life.  In the Lord’s own house shall 

I dwell for ever and ever. 

 

Gospel:    A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts 
be troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; if 
there were not, I should have told you. I am going 
now to prepare a place for you, and after I have 
gone and prepared you a place. I shall return to 
take you with me; so that where I am you may be 
too. You know the way to the place where I am 
going.’ Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where 
you are going, so how can we know the way?’ 
Jesus said: ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except through 
me.’ 

      The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Catechesis The officiant may give a short reflection or catechesis on the 

readings and themes of a Catholic funeral, if circumstances 
permit. 
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Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: With trust and confidence, let us bring our prayers 

before the Father of us all. 
 

Reader: Let us pray for N who, in baptism, received the 
beginning of eternal life – that he/she may now enjoy the 
company of the saints in heaven. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
   

For all N’s family and friends, that they may be consoled 
in their grief by the Lord, who wept over the death of his 
friend Lazarus. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
   

For all those who care for, or serve, others in our society 
- we pray for teachers, public servants, members of the 
armed services, and especially for those who work in the 
Health Service and care homes at this time. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 

For all those who have helped us throughout life - that 
they may receive the reward for their goodness. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 

For all of us gathered here today. That we may one day 
be gathered again in the peace of God’s kingdom. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 

We ask for the prayers of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, as 
we say together the traditional prayer in her honour: 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is 
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, prayer for us sinners, now and at the hour of 
our death. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for a while in silence. 
 

Leader: Hear the prayers of all who call upon you, Lord, for the 
souls of your servants. May they be released from all 
their sins, and be made sharers of your eternal life. 

  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  We pray as our Saviour taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. Amen. 

 

Words of Remembrance Someone may speak about the deceased, (though in a situation 

of extreme necessity, the civil authorities may request this 

practice is suspended). Under the present circumstances, what 

is said should be concise and brief, and certainly no longer than 

five minutes. If the officiant is asked to fulfil this function, the 

next-of-kin should arrange for a written text to be prepared in 

advance of the funeral. 

Notices As well as thanking all those who attended (and acknowledging 

that others might not have been able to) any general 

announcements may be given at this point. 

 

Commendation & Committal 

Invitation to Prayer  Before we go our separate ways let us take leave 

of our brother/sister. May our farewell express our 

affection for him/her; may it easy our sadness and 

strengthen our hope. One day we shall joyfully 

greet him/her again when the love of Christ, which 

conquers all things, destroys even death itself. 

Song of Farewell This may be omitted. The coffin may be sprinkled with holy 

water, (if available). 

 
Saints of God, come to his/her aid!  
Come to meet him/her, angels of the Lord! 
Receive his/her soul and present him/her to God 
the Most High. 
 

May Christ, who called you, take you to Himself; 
may angels lead you to Abraham's side. 
Receive his/her soul and present him/her to God 
the Most High. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him/her, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon him/her. 
Receive his/her soul and present him/her to God 
the Most High. 
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Prayer of Committal  To you O Lord, we commend the soul of N your 
servant; in the sight of this world he/she now dead; 
in your sight may he/she live forever. Forgive 
whatever sins he/she committed through human 
weakness and in your goodness grant him/her 
everlasting peace. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
If the curtains are to be closed, this should happen now. There 

should also be a few moments of silence. 
Final Prayers  Merciful Lord, you know the anguish of the 

sorrowful, you are attentive to the prayers of the 
humble. Hear your people who cry out to you in 
their need, and strengthen their hope in your 
lasting goodness. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto him/her, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon him/her.  
May he/she rest in peace.  Amen.  
 
May his/her soul and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Amen. 

 
May the love of God and the peace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ bless and console us and gently wipe 
every tear from our eyes: in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
We go in the peace of Christ. 

 
After stepping away from the lectern/desk, the officiant should 
say farewell to those present, preferably outside the chapel - this 
especially includes close family. The custom of shaking hands 
is suspended for health reasons. The officiant should then 
respectfully depart. 

 

 

 

 
Please safely dispose of this document immediately after use in a public setting 
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GRAVESIDE-ONLY SERVICE 
 

Welcome In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And with your spirit.  

The welcome may include aspects of the themes mentioned on page 

one, and recognition should be given to the presence of immediate 

loved ones. The full name of the deceased should be used at this stage, 

even if familiar greetings are used subsequently.  

 

Opening Prayer Dear friends, we have come together to pray for the 
repose of our brother/sister that he/she may rest in 
Christ’s peace. Let us pray also pray for ourselves, that 
the Lord may grant us the gift of his loving consolation. 

 
O God, to whom mercy and forgiveness belong, hear 
our prayers on behalf of your servant N, whom you have 
called out of this world; and as they put their hope in you, 
command that they be carried safely home to heaven 
and come to enjoy your eternal reward. We ask this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  
Amen 

 

Liturgy of the Word  Other readings are available in Vol III of the Lectionary or online:  

www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/OCF/Lectionary.shtml 

Gospel:   A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Trust in God still, and trust in me. There are 
many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, I 
should have told you. I am going now to prepare a place 
for you, and after I have gone and prepared you a place. 
I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am you 
may be too. You know the way to the place where I am 
going.’ Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you 
are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: ‘I 
am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to 
the Father except through me.’ 

     The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/OCF/Lectionary.shtml
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Catechesis The officiant may give a short reflection on the readings and themes of 

a Catholic funeral, if circumstances permit. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful  

Leader or Reader: Let us pray for N who, in baptism, received the 
beginning of eternal life – that he/she may now enjoy the 
company of the saints in heaven. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
   

For all N’s family and friends, that they may be consoled 
in their grief by the Lord, who wept over the death of his 
friend Lazarus. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
   

For all those who care for, or serve, others in our society 
- we pray for teachers, public servants, members of the 
armed services, and especially for those who work in the 
Health Service and care homes at this time. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 

For all of us gathered here today. That we may one day 
be gathered again in the peace of God’s kingdom. 

  Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 

We ask for the prayers of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, as 
we say together the traditional prayer in her honour: 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is 
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, prayer for us sinners, now and at the hour of 
our death. Amen. 

 
Leader: Hear the prayers of all who call upon you, Lord, for the 

souls of your servants. May they be released from all 
their sins, and be made sharers of your eternal life. 

  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Remembrance Someone may speak about the deceased, (though in a situation of 

extreme necessity, the Authorities may request this practice is 

suspended). Under the present circumstances, what is said should be 

concise and brief. If the officiant is asked to fulfil this function, the next-

of-kin should arrange for a short written text to be prepared in advance 

of the funeral. 

Notices As well as thanking all those who attended (and acknowledging that 

others might not have been able to) any general announcements may 

be given at this point. 
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Commendation  

Invitation to Prayer  Before we go our separate ways let us take leave 

of our brother/sister. May our farewell express our 

affection for him/her; may it easy our sadness and 

strengthen our hope. One day we shall joyfully 

greet him/her again when the love of Christ, which 

conquers all things, destroys even death itself.  

If possible, a short silence follows.  

Committal  As the next prayer is recited, a pre-arranged signal should be 

given to the funeral director to lower the coffin into the grave. 

Because God has chosen to call our brother/sister 

from this life to himself, we commit his/her body to 

the earth, for we are dust and unto dust we shall 

return. But the Lord Jesus Christ will change our 

mortal bodies to be like his in glory, for he is risen, 

the firstborn from the dead. So let us commend our 

brother/sister to the Lord that the Lord may 

embrace him/her in peace and raise him/her up on 

the last day. 

Our Father  We pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. Amen. 

God of holiness and power, accept our prayers on 

behalf of your servant N; do not count his/her 

deeds against him/her, for in his/her heart he/she 

desired to do your will. As his/her faith united 

him/her to your people on earth, so may your 

mercy join him/her to the angels in heaven. We 

ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Final Prayers  Merciful Lord, you know the anguish of the 

sorrowful, you are attentive to the prayers of the 

humble. Hear your people who cry out to you in 

their need, and strengthen their hope in your 

lasting goodness. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Eternal rest grant unto him/her, O Lord. 
And let perpetual light shine upon him/her.  
May he/she rest in peace.  
Amen.  

 

May his/her soul and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
Amen. 

 

May the love of God and the peace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ bless and console us and gently wipe every tear 

from our eyes: in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

We go in the peace of Christ. 

The officiant should say farewell to those present, especially close 

family, before respectfully departing. The custom of shaking hands is 

suspended for health reasons. The officiant should then respectfully 

depart. 

 

 

 

 
Please safely dispose of this document immediately after use in a public setting. 

 


